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SOUTH AFRICA
IMPLEMENTING MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE WELFARE OF DAIRY
CALVES IN SOUTH AFRICA

The production of calves, surplus to replacement needs, is an unavoidable feature of dairy farming and must be
dealt with in a responsible and acceptable way.

UN SDGs

Examples of animal welfare interacting with the 4 sustainability
domains

Report compiled by Dr Mark Chimes — Veterinary Advisor to Milk SA; _Manager: Health and Welfare
Program of the Dairy Research and Development Committee of Milk SA; Dairy Farm Auditor for Dairy
Standard Agency - 31 May 2023.
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SOUTH AFRICA
Measures implemented to control a
Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak
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Publications/ fact
sheets published by
the

Animal Health &
Welfare SC

1998 - Mastitis-Therapy-is-Necessary-for-Animal-Welfare

2013 - Guidelines for the use and interpretation of bovine
milk SCC in the dairy industry

2019 —The IDF Guide to Good Animal Welfare in Dairy
Production

2010 - Feed-associated Mycotoxins in the Dairy Chain -
Occurrence and Control

Factsheet Management of calves from birth to weaning
Pair Housing of Calves

2024 - Expression of total bacterial count in raw milk
2024 - Benefits of processing in dairy
Guide-to-Good-Animal-Welfare-in-Dairy-Production
IDF Dairy Sustainability Outlook COP27

2023 - IDF Dairy Sustainability Outlook_ ssue 7 - FAO
Global Conference on Sustainable Livestock
Transformation

Guidance on Antimicrobial Global influence Resistance
from the Dairy Sector

Fact Sheet: Milk feeding of calves from newborn through
weaning

Fact Sheet: Weaning dairy calves

Factsheet of the IDF N 39 2024 Milk feeding of calves from

newborn through weaning
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. RuVASA _NAHF_

Ruminant Veterinary Association of South Africa LFKAE AIBAL AEALTH

South African Veterinary Association
Suid-Afrikaanse Veterinére Vereniging




Information leaflets for
South African Farmers

Brucellosis

A dairy farmer’s guide

FMD guideline

Compiled by
Dr Mark Chimes

Paired and On behalf of Milk SA

Brucellosis group housing

information

Sl Disbudding of

calves

Guidelines on:
When to
intervene in
difficult calvings

Prolocol for Dairy Farms in case of Foot-and-Mouth outbreak on a farm

Compiled by Dr Mark Chimes on behalf of Milk SA
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Selective dry

cow treatment
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